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Welcome
We are glad you are here! Thank you for joining us for 
worship this Sunday. Members of this congregation 
have been gathering here to worship since 1804. Over 
the past two centuries our congregation has changed, 
but our mission remains the same: to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ. We are inspired by the words of John 
Wesley, the founder of Methodism, who encouraged 
believers to “do all the good you can, in all the ways 
you can.” 

Attendance
Please let us know of your attendance this morning by 
completing the pew pad.

Newcomer Orientation
We invite you to learn about the life of our church, 
ways you can get involved, and how to become a 
member by attending Newcomer Orientation, which 
is held the second Sunday of the month at 9:45 and 
11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
We offer Sunday school for children age 2 through 
adult each Sunday from 9:45–10:45 a.m.

Children
At Athens First United Methodist Church, we invite 
families to worship together. Children’s Church is held 
for children in kindergarten through grade 2 most 
Sundays during the 11:00 a.m. service. 

Financial Report
Budget for 2017 | $3,038,382
Amount Given YTD | $127,276
Goal for January | $266,190
Amount after 2 Sundays | $127,276

Attendance on January 22
Total Worship | 1124

8:30 a.m. | 180 
9:45 a.m. | 340 
11:00 a.m. | 497 
Online | 107

Sunday School | 379
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1*Please stand as you are able. | The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.

The Worship of God 
PRELUDE 	  

“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy ” | Joseph Hart

CALL TO WORSHIP
Betsy Butler
Psalm 15 | p. 469 old testament
O Lord, who shall abide in your tent? Who shall dwell in your holy hill? 
The one who walks blamelessly, and does what is right, and speaks 
truth from the heart; 
who does not slander with the tongue, and does no evil to a friend, nor 
takes up a reproach against a neighbor; 
in whose eyes a reproach is despised, but who honors those who fear 
the Lord; 
who does not put out money at interest, and does not take a bribe against 
the innocent. 
The one who does these things shall never be moved.

*H Y MN OF PR AISE     	
umh 374 “Standing on the Promises” | PROMISES

*AFFIR M ATION OF FAITH | The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*GLORY OF GOD
umh 71 The Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Amen.

8:30 a.m. 

Flowers
The flowers on the  

altar are given to the 
glory of God and in  

loving memory of  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles 

Wills and Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Garrard 

by Carolyn and Henry 
Garrard.
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*PASSING OF THE PE ACE

CHILDR EN’S MESSAGE 
Leslie Rogers

PR AY ERS OF THE PEOPLE A ND THE LOR D’S PR AY ER
Bob Winstead
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

OFFERING A ND OFFERTORY A NTHEM       	
“Jesus Help Me to Stand” | Ron Block

*DOXOLOGY | OLD 100th
umh 95 "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow" 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 
here below; praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIP TURE RE A DING
Matthew 5:1-12 | p. 4 new testament
The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.

SER MON				  
“We Are Blessed” | Bob Winstead

H Y MN OF PREPAR ATION      	
umh 369 “Blessed Assurance” | ASSURANCE
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his 
blood. This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day 
long; this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

SACR A MENT OF HOLY COMMU NION
Martha Aenchbacher and Betsy Butler
Matthew 26:17-19, 26-29

8:30 a.m. service

Anthem Lyrics
Through trials, troubles 

and care, I know Jesus 
my Savior is there giving 
me faith through darkest 

days, keeping me on 
the narrow way. Jesus 

savior, help me each day. 
Fill me with hope, fill 

me with faith. Darkness 
retreats at the touch 
of Your hand. Jesus 

Savior, help me to stand. 
Jesus lived through 

darkest pain; rejected 
by men, despising 

the shame. Man of 
sorrows, acquainted 

with grief, He gave His 
life so we may be free. 
I know that Jesus died 

for me, canceled my 
debt at Calvary, rose 

from the dead, unlocked 
Heaven's door. Trust 

in His love and live 
evermore. 
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Prayer of Preparation 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Receiving of the Elements of Communion
At Athens First United Methodist Church, all are invited to commune at Christ’s table. If 
you need to be served in your pew, please call this to the attention of an usher. Gluten-
free communion elements are available at the center station in the front of the sanctuary.

Music During Communion
“Come to the Feast” | Jeff Lawson

Prayer After Receiving Communion

*CLOSING H Y MN
umh 206 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” | HOUSTON
I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. God set the 
stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. In him there 
is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. The Lamb is 
the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

*BLESSING

*POSTLUDE
“Lord Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” | Fedak

8:30 a.m. service

Song Lyrics
Go to the highways 

and hedges, go to the 
farthest of fields. Go 
and compel the sick 
and the well, for our 

Father’s house will be 
filled. Go to the streets 
of the city, bring in the 
crippled and blind. All 

who would taste this 
banquet of grace must 

come and waste no 
more time. Come to the 
feast, come to the table. 
The great and the least, 

the rich and the poor. 
Come to the feast, come 

to the table, come and 
hunger no more. In the 
robe of the Lamb you’ll 
be covered, dressed in 
his pure righteousness. 
For all of your guilt, his 

blood it was spilt, so 
come by your Father, be 

blessed.
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The Worship of God 

Gathering
THE PRELUDE 	  

“Be Thou My Vision” | Manz	

THE CHOR AL CALL TO WORSHIP 

“O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright”
Sung by the Sanctuary Choir

Praise & Thanksgiving
*THE PROCESSIONAL H Y MN
umh 160 “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” | MARION

*THE AFFIR M ATION OF FAITH | The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

9:45 &
11:00 a.m. 

Flowers
The flowers on the  

altar are given to the 
glory of God and in  

loving memory of  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles 

Wills and Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Garrard 

by Carolyn and Henry 
Garrard.

*Please stand as you are able. | The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.



5

*THE GLORI A PATRI
umh 71 “Glory Be to the Father” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Amen. 

*THE PASSING OF THE PE ACE

THE SACR A MENT OF BAPTISM 
11:00 a.m. | Gantt Anderson Bridges, son of Ramsey and Tripp
Gantt, Gantt, God claims you, God helps you, protects you, and loves  
you too. We this day do all agree a child of God you’ll always be. Gantt, 
Gantt, God claims you, God helps you, protects you, and loves you too.

THE PR AY ERS OF THE PEOPLE A ND THE LOR D’S PR AY ER
Bob Winstead
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
 us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
forever. Amen.

THE CHILDR EN’S MESSAGE | 11:00 a.m.
Leslie Rogers
At the 11:00 a.m. service, children in kindergarten through grade 2 will go to Children’s 
Church on the third floor where they may be picked up at the end of the service.

Proclamation of the Word
THE OFFERING A ND THE OFFERTORY A NTHEM

“Blest Are They” | David Haas
Sung by the Sanctuary Choir; Caroline Ard, Lauren Towe, Seele Jarrett, Callie Jackson, Eli Rogers, Jacob Dickinson, 
Mary Carroll Waller, Millican Jarrett, Samantha Brodrick

9:45 & 11:00 a.m. services

Anthem Lyrics
Blest are they, the poor 

in spirit, theirs is the 
kingdom of God. Blest are  

they, full of sorrow, they 
shall be consoled.

Rejoice and be glad! 
Blessed are you, holy are 
you! Rejoice and be glad! 

Yours is the kingdom of 
God! Blest are they, the 

lowly ones, they shall 
inherit the earth. Blest 

are they who hunger and 
thirst, they shall have their 

fill.  Blest are they who 
show mercy, mercy shall 

be theirs. Blest are they, 
the pure of heart, they 

shall see God!  Blest are 
they who seek peace; they 

are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer 

in faith, the glory of God is 
theirs.  Blest are you who 
suffer hate, all because of 

me. Rejoice and be glad, 
yours is the kingdom; 

shine for all to see. 
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9:45 & 11:00 a.m. services

*THE DOXOLOGY 
umh 94 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here 
below: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God the source of all our gifts; praise 
Jesus Christ whose power uplifts. Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia.

SCRIP TURE RE A DING
Matthew 5:1-12 | p. 4 new testament
The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.

SER MON				  
“We Are Blessed” | Bob Winstead

Sending Forth
*THE H Y MN
umh 400 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” | NETTLETON

*THE BLESSING A ND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“We Receive Your Blessing” 
We receive your blessing, we receive your grace as we walk in the 
light shining from your face. May the peace that you give change the 
way that we live. We receive your blessing as we leave this place. 

* THE POSTLUDE
“Lord Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” | Fedak
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The Steeple

Volunteer sign-ups are open to work on our Habitat for Humanity renovation 
project. There are weekly opportunities for individuals and groups to serve 
Tuesday-Saturday of each week. Volunteers can sign up a week in advance to work 
on-site. Saturday dates are available for volunteers to register for online. Groups 
are limited to 12-15 persons per shift. Contact Betsy or Mary Claire for more 
information, or to make a weekday appointment.  
Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442 
Mary Claire Wills | maryclaire@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

athensfirstumc.org/habitatforhumanity
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New Members
On January 22, we welcomed Chris, Marie, & Mae Gareau; 
Natalie Sellers & Bree Ligon; and Louis Semrad to the 
Athens First United Methodist Church family.

Welcome Reception for Bob Winstead
Please join us in welcoming Bob Winstead as our Interim 
Senior Minister.  Bob has been serving as our new Executive 
Director of Administration since November, and we are 
thankful for his gifts and graces that allow him to serve 
in this new capacity during the rest of Chuck’s treatment 
and recovery. The reception will be held in Hancock Hall 
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service today.  

New Staff Member
We would like to welcome Cindy McKoy to the Athens First 
United Methodist staff. Cindy is our new Administrative 
Assistant to Discipleship and Music. We are excited to 
welcome her to our team. Cindy's hometown is Greensboro, 
Georgia. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Education 
from the  University of Georgia and earned her Master's 
degree in Educational Administration from Georgia College 
and State University. As a teacher for 21 years, she has a 
passion for children. She is married to David McKoy and has 
one daughter, Anna Alyssa McKoy. She and her family have 
been members at Athens First United Methodist Church for 
14  years. She feels blessed to be a part of the Athens First 
United Methodist Church team and is excited that God has 
called her here.

New Staff Position
A full-time Director of Facilities and Grounds position is 
available. The director will serve the church in all areas 
associated with the physical plant and grounds. Knowledge 
of building operations and repairs and management 
experience is required. Please visit our website for more 
details. 
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/employment 
Apply | employment@athensfirstumc.org

Pickleball
Join us every Tuesday afternoon in our gym from 1:30-3:00 
p.m. to play pickleball, a great sport consisting of ping pong, 
tennis, and badminton all in one! We enjoy fellowship while 
getting exercise; this is a great game for active adults. Contact 
Rusty for more information or just come and try it out! 
Rusty Wood | rusty@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Wednesday Night Meals
The meal on Wednesday, February 1, is provided by 
Barberitos. Join us for soft shell turkey tacos and chips. 
Order your meal online or by calling the church office by 
Tuesday at noon. You and your family, friends, and/or small 
group are invited and encouraged to eat and spend time 
together in Hancock Hall. For more information, contact 
Cindy. If you have trouble ordering online, church staff can 
help you order your meal. Volunteers eat free. At this time, 
we need strong individuals to assist with lifting stacked 
chairs. Register to volunteer online. 
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/wednesdaynightmeals 
Cindy McKoy | cindy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Disciple Fast Track | Old Testament
Disciple Fast Track Old Testament will devote 12 weeks to 
focus on the Old Testament. Disciple Fast Track is for busy 
people seeking a comprehensive Bible study in a timely 
manner. All are invited to join. The New Testament will be 
offered Fall 2017. This study will meet on Sunday evenings 
through April 30 from 4:45-6:15 p.m. in room 224. The cost 
is $12. Register online. For more information, contact Beth 
Dickinson. 
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/connectandgrowgroups 
Beth Dickinson | beth@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
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Souper Suppers
The Souper Suppers season is in full swing!  Our greatest 
need is for groups to sign up to prepare and serve the meal. 
You can sign up with your Sunday School class, small group, 
United Methodist Women Circle, or any other small group 
to prepare and serve on any Thursday. We also welcome 
any individual volunteers who would like to join us on 
Thursdays! Please contact Mary Claire or Betsy for more 
information or to register.  
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/soupersuppers 
Betsy Butler| betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442 
Mary Claire Wills | maryclaire@athensfirstumc.org 
706-543-1442

GriefShare
This thirteen-week faith-based curriculum features 
nationally recognized experts on grief and recovery topics. 
GriefShare groups are for people grieving the death of 
a family member or friend. Erica Cooper, bereavement 
coordinator of Gentiva Hospice, will facilitate both 
groups. The Monday group will meet at 6:30 p.m. and 
the Wednesday group will meet at 10:00 a.m.  New 
participants are welcome to join at any time. There is no 
cost, but we ask that you register so that we can have 
enough materials prepared.  
Register | athensfirstumc.org/griefshare 
Martha Aenchbacher | martha@athensfirstumc.org 
678-230-9708

Connect & Grow Groups
Connect & Grow Groups are small groups of people who 
meet weekly at church or in homes to share what God is 

doing in their lives. These groups are open to all and are 
restarting now. Registration is now open, so find the day and 
time that works for you and sign up today! 
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/connectandgrowgroups 
Beth Dickinson | beth@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Spiritual Life Retreat | Register Today
ONE Student Ministries will be making a Spiritual Life 
Retreat (SLR) this March for youth in grades 7-12. SLR 
begins on Friday evening, March 17, and ends on Sunday 
afternoon, March 19. This retreat takes place at Camp 
Glisson, in Dahlonega, Ga., and includes worship, small 
group discussions, and enriching opportunities for spiritual 
growth. We are capping this retreat at 34 students, so the 
earlier you register, the better. Registration is open until 
February 1. Please visit our webpage for more information 
and to register. 
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/spiritualliferetreat 
Josh Miles| josh@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Making Sense of the Bible
If you have a hard time reading and understanding the 
Bible and are always formulating questions, then this is a 
perfect study for you. In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam 
Hamilton looks at questions we ask about the Bible, its 
origins, and meaning. All are invited to join this study on 
Thursday evenings, February 2-March 16, from 6:30-8:00 
p.m. in room 229. The cost is $8. Childcare is available with 
registration. For more information, please contact Beth. 
Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration 
Beth Dickinson | beth@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
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Parenting with Purpose
Parenting with Purpose small groups are meeting again! We 
have four groups this winter, and each group is studying 
Raising Grateful Kids in an Entitled World, by Kristen Welch. 
Childcare is available for the three groups meeting at our 
church. Please register so that we are able to plan well!
Sundays | 6:00-7:30 p.m. | Room 226 
Wednesdays | 4:45-6:00 p.m. | Room 226 
Fridays (every other week) | 9:00-10:30 a.m. | Room 119 
Fridays | 9:00-10:30 a.m. | Kelli Dean's Home- Oconee County
Please visit our webpage for more information regarding 
meeting dates and registration.  
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/pwp 
Robin Stewart | robin@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Girl Scouts Fashion Show
You are invited to a global fashion show on Sunday, February 
12, in Hancock Hall. Ten Girl Scout troops from the Athens 
area will be highlighting outfits from a dozen different 
countries as we honor the birthday of the founder of 
Scouting and the vision of world peace. The songs, snacks, 
and fashion begin at 2:30 p.m. The cost is $1 and funds will 
be donated to the World Friendship Fund, which promotes 
international travel for older Girl Scouts. 

Chicken BBQ Tickets
Boy Scout Troop 1 is selling BBQ chicken box lunches for $9 
per plate for carryout on Sunday, February 19, from 11:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunches include a BBQ chicken half, freshly 
cooked that morning, plus coleslaw, applesauce, bread, 
and pickles. Tickets will be sold from 9:30-11:00 a.m. in 
the reception area and at noon outside the sanctuary on 

February 5 and 12, or can be purchased from any Troop 
1 member. Lunches will be available for pick-up in the 
snack area of the gym. Limited walk-up lunches will be 
available, so buy a ticket to be sure you get a meal! Thank 
you for supporting Troop 1 as they raise funds for trips and 
equipment for our growing and active Scout troops. 
Joe Wyrick | joewyrick@icloud.com

Children's Soccer 
Boys and girls ages 3-6 are invited to join us for our spring 
season, March through May 2017. All teams are coed. 
Practices and games will take place on Saturday mornings. 
Please visit our webpage for program information. 
Registration will begin February 1 and continue through 
February 28. 
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/childrenssoccer  
Rusty Wood | rusty@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Save the Date | Great Day of Service 
& Celebration Brunch              
Save the date for Saturday, April 22, and Sunday, April 23, 
when we will have our Great Day of Service on Saturday 
morning and our Celebration Brunch & Basket Auction 
on Sunday! This will be a wonderful weekend of service 
and celebrations, with many opportunities to love in our 
community as well as our church. We hope you will plan 
now to take part in this special weekend. Contact Betsy for 
more information. 
Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442



11

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 11, 
for Stop Hunger Now! This is a meal packaging 
churchwide mission opportunity that impacts 
our neighbors across the globe without leaving 
Athens. We will package 40,000 meals in a 
single shift beginning at 10:00 a.m. Register 
online. Contact Betsy or Mary Claire with any 
questions. 
 
Betsy Butler 
betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Mary Claire Wills 
maryclaire@athensfirstumc.org  | 706-543-1442 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted 
up the lowly; He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty. – The Magnificat (Luke1:52-53)

Through the birth and life of Jesus, God revealed a priority for the 
poor and oppressed, for the hungry and those who had been 
rendered voiceless. It’s evident that as followers of Christ, our 
priorities get reordered, especially during a season that encourages 
excess and indulgence. That’s why we need reminders of what it 
means to have the mind and heart of Christ. It is certainly a time to 
celebrate, but what purposes will our celebration practices hold?  

Stop Hunger Now has prepared “The Gift of Life” Advent 
materials to make your countdown to Christmas a season of 
growing awareness of how fun and easy it can be to feed our 
brothers and sisters around the world. We also hope the scriptures 
and activities will educate young and old as to how a little set 
aside with great intention does indeed add up.  Our meals are 
saving lives, providing for many their only meal of the day.  By the 
time Christmas rolls around, we anticipate you will know the gift of 
giving the gift of life and wellness.  

Ten reasons to address hunger first

  1.  Eradicating hunger is a global priority. Experts agree it would 
be nearly impossible to meet the other Sustainable Development 
Goals without addressing hunger. (Zero Hunger is Goal #2)

  2.  When hunger is solved, other solutions follow. Addressing 
hunger is the single point where we can leverage relief for all 
humanitarian issues.

  3.  The elimination of hunger boosts productivity. Bringing 
economic opportunity to hungry regions isn’t ideal until people 
are fed. A workforce of starving people cannot sustain itself.

  4.  Nutrition makes combating HIV/AIDS possible. The starving 
body cannot tolerate medications for HIV/AIDS. 

  5.  The removal of hunger promotes gender equality. A poverty-
stricken village does not send all children to school. Two-thirds 
of children who are kept out of school are girls. Gender equality 
begins with education.

  6.  The eradication of hunger boosts education rates. UNICEF 
and the World Food Program agree that the best way to get 
children to attend school is to feed them. 

  7.  Education heals weakened communities. Investment in 
nutrition and growth is an investment in health and productivity. 
Girls denied education are more vulnerable to poverty, violence, 
pregnancy and disease.

  8. The relief of hunger reduces child mortality and improves  
maternal health. Maternal under-nutrition can damage a 
child’s lifelong capacity for physical and intellectual growth and 
productivity. The largest contributing factors to death during 
childbirth, stillbirth and miscarriage are highly curable vitamin and 
nutrient deficiencies.

  9.  Hunger itself is surmountable. The world has enough 
sustainable resources, processing potential and distribution 
know-how to feed everyone ample calories each day.

10. The infrastructure exists to solve hunger. With your support, 
relief organizations such as Stop Hunger Now have the means  
to deliver to ongoing school feeding programs that sustain  
lifelong change.

About Stop Hunger Now

Vision: A world without hunger.

Established in 1998, Stop Hunger Now is a 501c3 international 
relief organization headquartered in Raleigh, North Carolina that 
coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid 
around the world. 

As part of its mission to end hunger in our lifetime, Stop Hunger 
Now supplies highly nutritious individual packages of dehydrated 
rice meals to feed the world’s most impoverished. These meals 
combine rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a mixture of 23 
vitamins and minerals into reasonable servings of six. The meals 
are easy to transport and cost only 29¢ per serving. 

Since the inception of its meal packaging program in 2005, 
volunteers have packaged more than 224 million meals, and 
Stop Hunger Now has provided direct aid in the form of food, 
medicines, medical supplies, medical equipment, clothing, and 
blankets to thousands of disaster victims and other hungry people 
in 71 countries worldwide.

Meals packaged by our volunteers are distributed by in-country 
partners primarily to support school feeding programs, which 
experts consider a viable strategy to eradicate hunger.

Stop Hunger Now operates meal packaging program in Raleigh, 
Charlotte, and Eastern NC; Lynchburg, Hampton Roads, 
and Richmond, VA; Jackson, MS; Dallas and Houston, TX; 
Philadelphia, PA; Atlanta, GA; Santa Ana and the Bay Area, 
CA; New England; National Capital; Kansas City, KS; Orlando, 
FL; Indianapolis, IN; Pittsburgh, PA; India; Italy; Malaysia; Peri; 
Philippines; and South Africa. 

Need to address hunger

795M million people in the world do not have enough to eat. 
(FAO, 2015) Poor nutrition causes nearly half (45%) of deaths in 
children under five - 3.1 million children each year. (The Lancet, 
2013) The reality is that the hunger crisis is surmountable and 
you can help.

GIFT OF LIFE
ADVENT CALENDAR 2015

February 11
HANCOCK HALL

athensfirstumc.org/stophungernow
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S U N DAY, J A N UA RY 29 | Matthew 5:1-12 

Worship Service SANCTUARY  

Preschool Nursery FIRST FLOOR 

Fun Gym GYM 

Worship Service SANCTUARY

Adult Sunday School SECOND FLOOR AND SAYE BUILDING

Preschool Nursery & Sunday School FIRST FLOOR  

Youth Sunday School: First Word YOUTH AREA 

Route 56: Fuel ROOM 120

Elementary Sunday School: Families on the Fifth HANCOCK HALL 

Kindergarten Sunday School: City on a Hill ROOM 311 & 313 

Immanuel Project ROOM 103 

Connect & Grow Group ROOM 200 

Sack Lunch Ministry HULL STREET ENTRANCE 

Worship Service SANCTUARY 

Preschool Nursery FIRST FLOOR 

High School Mission Trip Meeting ROOM 119 

Welcome Reception for Bob Winstead HANCOCK HALL 

Children's Basketball GYM 

Cub Scout Pack 1 HANCOCK HALL 

Agapé Choir Rehearsal ROOM 148 

Youth Worship Team Rehearsal ROOM 119 

Wesleyan Youth Choir Rehearsal ROOM 148 

Route 56: Open Road ROOM 120 

Carillons Ringers ROOM 150 

Connect & Grow Group ROOM 200 

Disciple Fast Track | Old Testament ROOM 224 

Alleluia Ringers ROOM 150 

Encounter ROOM 119 

Parenting with Purpose Small Group ROOM 226  

Connect & Grow Group JOHN WESLEY PARLOR

MON DAY, J A N UA RY 3 0 | Isaiah 58:1-9a 
Connect & Grow Group ROOM 222 

Disciplines Devotional Bible Study ROOM 200 

Children's Basketball GYM 

Finance Committee Meeting HULL CONFERENCE ROOM 

GriefShare | Monday Group ROOM 247 

Community Bible Study, Athens Evening Class

T U E SDAY, J A N UA RY 31 |  Psalm 112 
Fashion Fitness ROOM 120 

Community Bible Study Leaders Council 
Prayer Shawl PANERA BREAD 

Pickleball GYM 

Children's Basketball GYM 

Fashion Fitness ROOM 120 

Financial Peace University ROOM 222 

Boy Scouts Troop 1 SCOUT HUT 

Connect & Grow Group ROOM 229 

Connect & Grow Group TIMOTHY ROAD

This Week
8:30 a.m.  

 
9:00 a.m.  
9:45 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 

10:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m.

 
12:00 p.m. 

 
1:00 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
3:45 p.m. 

  
4:30 p.m. 

 
 

4:45 p.m. 
 

5:30 p.m. 
5:45 p.m. 
6:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m. 
1:15 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.

5:30 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
1:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

 
6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.
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9:30 a.m. 
 

10:00 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

4:45 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 
 

5:10 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

 
 

5:20 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

 
6:15 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

6:45 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m.

5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

 
5:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.

W E DN E SDAY, F E BRUA RY 1 |  1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study ROOM 222 

Beth Moore's Entrusted | Women's Study ROOM 229 

GriefShare | Wednesday Group ROOM 100 

Israel's Mission | Women's Study HULL CONFERENCE ROOM 
Fun Gym GYM 
Celebrate Worship Arts | Grades 3-4 ROOM 301 

Dance  ROOM 145 
Lyric Choir | Grades 1-2  ROOM 151 

Hospitality Room Hangout HOSPITALITY ROOM 
Prayer Shawl ROOM 200 

Early Book Group ROOM 247 

Parenting with Purpose ROOM 226 
Route 56: GPS ROOM 120 
Wednesday Night Meal HANCOCK HALL 

Celebrate Choir | Grades 3 & 4 ROOM 151 

Cherub Choir | Age 3 ROOM 314 &324 

Sonshine Choir | Age 4 ROOM 325 
Joy Choir | Kindergarten ROOM 320 

Lyric Worship Arts | Grades 1 & 2 ROOM 148 & 301 

66 Love Letters HULL CONFERENCE ROOM 

Connect Group (Young Married) ROOM 114 

Engage Bible Study ROOM 119 

Restoring an Attitude of Worship | Men's Study ROOM 240 

Connect & Grow Group ROOM 224 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal SANCTUARY 

Disciple IV Under the Tree of Life ROOM 222 

Revival | Faith As Wesley Lived It ROOM 226 
What We Need is Here JOHN WESLEY PARLOR 

Children's Basketball GYM 

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal ROOM 148

T H U R SDAY, F E BRUA RY 2 | Matthew 5:13-16 
Fashion Fitness ROOM 120 

Altar Guild Meeting ROOM 100 

Community Bible Study SANCTUARY 

Connect & Grow Group ROOM 226 

Souper Supper HANCOCK HALL 

Children's Basketball GYM 
Fashion Fitness ROOM 120 

Making Sense of the Bible ROOM 229 
Connect Group (Young Adult) ROOM 222

F R I DAY, F E BRUA RY 3 | 1 Corinthians 2:12-16 
Parenting with Purpose Small Group THE HOME OF KELLI DEAN 
Connect & Grow Group ROOM 224 
Children's Basketball GYM

S AT U R DAY, F E BRUA RY 4 | Isaiah 59:9b-12 
Children's Basketball GYM 
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