Welcome

We are glad you are here! Thank you for joining us for
worship this Sunday. Members of this congregation
have been gathering here to worship since 1804. Over
the past two centuries our congregation has changed,
but our mission remains the same: to make disciples
of Jesus Christ. We are inspired by the words of John
Wesley, the founder of Methodism, who encouraged
believers to “do all the good you can, in all the ways
you can.”
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8:30 a.m.

The Worship of God
GATHERING SONG

“Welcome” | Laurie Zelman and Mark Miller
WELCOME AND OPENING PR AY ER

Martha Aenchbacher

*H Y MN OF PR AISE

umh 547 “O Church of God, United” | ellacombe

*THE AFFIR M ATION OF FAITH
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge, and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PE ACE
PR AY ERS OF THE PEOPLE A ND THE LOR D’S PR AY ER

Josh Miles
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Jennifer Golden

*Please stand as you are able. | The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.
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*H Y MN

umh 620 “One Bread, One Body” | one bread, one body
Verse 1

SCRIP TURE RE A DING

Romans 15:5-6 | p. 153 new testament
SER MON

“Different but the Same” | Chuck Hodges
Anthem Lyrics

This is the sound of one
voice. One spirit, one
voice. The sound of one
who makes a choice.
This is the sound of one
voice. This is the sound
of voices two. The sound
of me singing with you.
Helping each other to
make it through. This is
the sound of voices two.
This is the sound of voices
three. Singing together in
harmony. Surrendering
to the mystery. This is
the sound of voices three.
This is the sound of all of
us. Singing with love and
the will to trust. Leave the
rest behind; it will turn to
dust. This is the sound of
all of us. This is the sound
of one voice. One people,
one voice. A song for
every one of us. This is the
sound of one voice.

OFFERING A ND OFFERTORY A NTHEM

“One Voice” | Ruth Moody
*DOXOLOGY

umh 95 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” | the old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. Amen.
SACR A MENT OF HOLY COMMU NION

Christ invites to the table all who love him and who seek to be in unity
with God and one another. When we gather together, the Spirit of the Lord
meets us, and through grace, brings us into a community of love, hope,
and peace. Let us pray.
Almighty God, in the abundance of your many gifts, grant us grace to
fill one another’s lives with love. Redeem, restore, and remold us until
we are made new. Transform our daily bread into the bread of life, and
the cup that we drink into the cup of salvation. We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Creator God, holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He prayed
that we might be one as he is one with you, and he asked that we might be
known by the love we have for one another. On the night...
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We celebrate your love for us in Jesus Christ. As we remember Christ’s
sacrifice through our communion, we proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on the meal we share.
By your Spirit enable the body of Christ to be one. Help the left hand and
the right hand work as one in ministry to all the world. Bring the blessing
of all your people to bear fruit for the present and for the future.
Amen.
Receiving of the Elements

At Athens First United Methodist Church, all are invited to commune at Christ’s table. If
you need to be served in your pew, please call this to the attention of an usher. Glutenfree elements are available at the center station in the front of the sanctuary.

Song Lyrics
Translation

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Music During Holy Communion
“Kyrie” | Fernando Ortega

This anthem has been placed in the music library to the glory of God and in loving honor
of Jack Miller.

PR AY ER OF TH A NKSGIV ING
*BLESSING
*CLOSING SONG

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
*POSTLUDE

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” | John Behnke
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9:45 &
11:00 a.m.

The Worship of God

Gathering
THE PRELUDE

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” | John Behnke
THE CHOR AL CALL TO WORSHIP

“This is the Day” | Jacobus Gallus

Sung by the Sanctuary Choir with the Brass Ensemble

THE PR AY ER

Betsy Butler
Lord Jesus, open our hearts and minds to the guidance of your Spirit.
Help us to discern your will for your Church today. Do not let our
weaknesses or prejudices hinder your work, and teach us to do all we
can to make the kingdom of God come on earth. Bring us to the harmony
and unity given by your Spirit, and make us one in praising God with you.
Hear us, Lord, for we are your beloved people. Amen.

Praise & Thanksgiving
*THE PROCESSIONAL H Y MN

tfws 2268 “As We Gather at Your Table” | beach spring

*THE AFFIR M ATION OF FAITH
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge, and our hope.
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In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
*THE PASSING OF THE PE ACE
THE PR AY ERS OF THE PEOPLE A ND THE LOR D’S PR AY ER

Anthem Lyrics

Joined together as one
body, knit together,
we are one. We the
Church, God’s chosen
body, live our faith in
Christ, the Son. We are
called to be disciples!
We are called to live in
love! Bring your hearts
and minds, disciples,
dedicate your lives to
love. Joined together by
the Spirit, every person
brings a gift. Every life
is full of merit; hearts of
gratitude we lift. We are
called to be the faithful!
We are called to live in
love! Such an honor to
be faithful, full of life
and full of love. Joined
together, all embracing,
yet our separate selves
we bring; on our hearts
our God is tracing words
of love that make us
sing. We are called to
be God’s servants! We
are called to live in love!
Such and honor to be
servants, ever faithful
in God’s love. Joined
together as one body,
knit together, we are
one. Still, each person in
Christ’s body will remain
a separate one. We
are called to be God’s
people! We are called
to live in love! Always
longing, as God’s people,
for God’s gracious,
healing love.

9:45 a.m. | Martha Aenchbacher
11:00 a.m. | Josh Miles
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*THE H Y MN

tfws 2226 “Bind Us Together” | bind us together
Verses 1-2

Proclamation

THE SCRIP TURE RE A DING

Romans 15:5-6 | p. 153 new testament

THE PR AY ER FOR ILLUMINATION

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that
as the Scriptures are read and Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy
what you say to us today. Amen.

THE SER MON

“Different but the Same” | Chuck Hodges

Response

THE OFFERING A ND THE OFFERTORY A NTHEM

“Joined Together as One Body” | James Biery
Sung by the Sanctuary Choir, with the Brass Ensemble
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*THE DOXOLOGY

umh 94 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” | lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here
below: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God the source of all our gifts; praise
Jesus Christ whose power uplifts. Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia.
THE SACR A MENT OF HOLY COMMU NION

With Christians around the world, come to the festival of love.
We come with thanksgiving and praise.
With believers from every continent on earth, come to the festival of
grace.
We come with thanksgiving and praise.
With the whole body of Christ, come to the festival of life.
We come with thanksgiving and praise.
Let us pray:
Source of unity and strength, in our longing for wholeness, we reach
out to your Son, whose touch heals our brokenness; in our yearning for
community, we take hold of the promise of Christ, whose life and love
binds us together as one. From lives of separation and distrust, knit
us into one family, where all are welcome and honored. As we share
the bread of life and drink the cup of salvation, forge us anew as one
people of faith. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, to give
thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of all things in heaven and on earth.
In the beginning, you brought forth life, that every living thing might live
in harmony in the great circle of life. After fashioning our frame from
the dust and bones of the earth, you placed your image within us, and
declared that it was not good for us to be alone. Created to be in unity
and harmony with creation and with one another, you sent us prophets
and teachers when we broke fellowship with one another and when our
pride sought out differences among us. In the fullness of time, you sent
6
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your Son, Jesus Christ, to fashion us into a holy community that would
be his body here on earth. Even when dissent and division threatened to
pull his followers apart, Jesus prayed that we might all be one in his name,
and shared with us the bread of heaven and the cup of our salvation in his
name. And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Congregation sings:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna, in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name, who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your bread of heaven, Christ Jesus. When you
sent Christ to be with us, he offered his very self, that we might have the
strength to stand when all hope seems lost. Through the holy mystery of
this table, you invite us into your presence, tend us in our weakness, and
strengthen us through this bread and cup.
With joy and gratitude, we remember that night when Jesus took the
bread, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat, this is the
bread of life, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." After supper,
Jesus took the cup, blessed it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Drink
from this, all of you. This is my life in the new covenant, poured out for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as your drink
it, in remembrance of me.” And so, in remembrance of these, you mighty
acts of love and grace, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving.
As your covenant people and as reflections of your glory, in union with
Christ’s love for us, we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may
be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By you Spirit
make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all
the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy
Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Congregation sings:

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
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The Invitation
This table is open to all who confess Jesus as the Christ and seek to
follow Christ’s way. Come to this sacred table not because you must, but
because you may. Come not because you are fulfilled, but because in your
emptiness you stand in need of God’s mercy and assurance. Come not to
express an opinion, but to seek a presence and to pray for a spirit. Come
to this table then, sisters and brothers, as you are. Partake and share. It is
spread for you and me that we might again know that God has come to us,
shared our common lot, and invited us to join in God’s Kingdom.
The Receiving of the Bread and Wine

At Athens First United Methodist Church, all are invited to commune at Christ’s table. If
you need to be served in your pew, please call this to the attention of an usher. Glutenfree elements are available at the center station in the front of the sanctuary.

Song Lyrics

As the bread of life is
broken, the cup of love
outpoured, We are one
in Christ, our Savior,
and sent to serve the
Lord. We, the many
who are gathered, are
united here as one. In
this joyful celebration,
recall what God has
done. In the word of
God proclaimed here,
the good news of truth
is heard. In the telling of
the stories, be open to
God’s word. In the bread
of life here given, we
become what we receive.
In the cup of love here
offered, affirm what we
believe. Sent as blessing
for God’s people, to go
forth in love and peace,
In our witness to God’s
kingdom, may charity
increase.

The Music During Communion
“We Are One in Christ” | James Chepponis
Sung by the Sanctuary Choir; with the Brass Ensemble

The Prayer after Receiving
Generous God, you have given yourself to us and made us yours. You
prepared a table before us, led us to it, and fed us abundantly. Thank
you, great God, for your life-giving gifts. Thank you for uniting us
with you and with each other, for giving us new life and new hope, and
for preparing us to live as your people. May our lives joyfully display
our hope in you. In the power of your Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.

Sending Forth

*THE BLESSING A ND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
*THE POSTLUDE

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” | Hustad
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The Steeple
"May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live
in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so
that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ."
Romans 15:5-6

9

In Memoriam
Dr. Charles Gammill
September 24, 2018

Sympathy

Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Sue Gammill
and her family in the loss of her husband, Dr. Charles
Gammill, on September 24.
Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Chris Caldwell
and his family in the loss of his father, Keith Caldwell, on
September 29.

Harvest
Retreat

Wednesday Night Meals

The meal on Wednesday, October 10, is provided by
Weaver D’s. Join us for fried chicken, mashed potatoes,
green beans and a roll. All are invited to attend and
encouraged to spend time together during our Wednesday
Night Meal. If you have difficulty ordering online, please call
the church office and a staff member can help you order
your meal. For more information, contact Cindy.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/wednesdaynightmeals
Cindy McKoy | cindy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Saye Property Information Sessions
Harvest Retreat | Last Day to Register
Today is the last day to register for the Youth Harvest
Retreat. This retreat is open to all students in grades 7-12.
Please join us in prayer as our youth and leaders gather for
a time of respite, fellowship, and worship. The theme of
Harvest this year is focused on Luke 15:1-7. Thank you for
your prayers!
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/harvestretreat
Josh Miles | josh@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

GriefShare

Join us Wednesday, October 10, for GriefShare. We
will discuss how to deal with nightmares and flashbacks.
GriefShare meets Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
in room 100. Please register online so that we will have
materials prepared for you. The cost is $20. You may pay
online or in person.
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/griefshare
Martha Aenchbacher | martha@athensfirstumc.org
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678-230-9708

Join the Building Committee in Hancock Hall for upcoming
information sessions to learn more about proposed future
plans for the Saye building and property. Four information
sessions are scheduled, so simply select the one that
fits your schedule. Please make plans to be a part of this
conversation.
Wednesday, October 10 | 6:30-7:15 p.m.
Sunday, October 14 | 9:45–10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, November 7 | 6:30-7:15 p.m.
Sunday, November 11 | 12:15–1:00 p.m.

Ruth | A New Bible Study

Are you looking for a short-term adult Bible study?
Join Susan Taylor for "Ruth: God's Redemptive Story of
Salvation" to discover the message of redemption and
salvation for all lives in which this book of the Bible reveals.
There will be two study sessions from which to choose. One
session will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
in room 224. The second session meets on Wednesday

mornings from 9:30-10:45 a.m. in room 222. The study is
free, and all are invited to attend. For more information,
contact Susan or Cindy. Register online.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration
Susan Taylor | susan@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
Cindy McKoy | cindy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Children's
Basketball
Children's Basketball

Join Wesleyan Youth Choir

It’s not too late to join the Wesleyan Youth Choir! We are
open to all students in grades 7-12. We rehearse on Sundays
at 4:30 p.m. in the choir room to work on arrangements
to sing in worship and in the community throughout the
school year. We end our year with our summer choir tour.
Last year we travelled to Nashville and Chicago singing at
Brentwood United Methodist Church, the Nashville Rescue
Mission, Magnolia Springs Assisted Living, and Chicago
First United Methodist Church. While in Chicago, we saw
the Broadway hit Hamilton and visited the Navy Pier, the Sky
Deck, Lincoln Park Zoo, and Millennium Park. Come to one
of our rehearsals to see what we’re all about. No auditions
necessary. For more information, please contact Janis
Maxwell.
Janis Maxwell | janis@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Consecration Sunday | October 21

Registration for children’s basketball is open! If your child
is in pre-k through grade 5 and is interested in learning the
game of basketball and building athletic skills while growing
in Christ, register online! Registration ends October 20 and
the season begins October 29. Please contact Rusty Wood
for additional information.
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/childrensbasketball
Rusty Wood | rusty@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Consecration Sunday is a sacred time when our pledge
cards are placed on the altar and those who are able to be
present come forward to celebrate Holy Communion. It
is an opportunity to express our gratitude for God’s many
blessings and to step forward in faith and follow him.
All pledge cards that are turned in prior to Consecration
Sunday will be placed on the altar ahead of time. We ask
you to join us on Sunday, October 21, for this special service
as you prayerfully consider your gift.

WRFC 960 AM Radio Broadcast

Churchwide BBQ

During the UGA football season, WRFC will broadcast the
8:30 a.m. service live. A recording of the 11:00 a.m. service
will play at 12:00 p.m. each Sunday.

A New Connect Group

A new Connect Group has been formed for young married
couples without children. This group is for people who want
to be in community and grow together through discussions
on faith and marriage. It meets on Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30
p.m. in room 200. For more information, please contact
Laney Jones.
Laney Jones | laney@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Please note that the date and location of our annual
Churchwide BBQ has changed from previous years. This
year, we will meet on Sunday, October 21, at our church.
Plan to join us for this family-friendly event as we come
together to fellowship with one another. Registration is
available online to help us plan accordingly. Side dishes are
welcome, but not required.
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/bbq
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This Week

S U N DAY, O C T OBE R 7 | M ark 10:13-16

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:45 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m.
1:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
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Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens Host Week
Worship Service SANCTUARY
Preschool Nursery FIRST FLOOR
Fun Gym GYM
Worship Service SANCTUARY
Adult Sunday School SECOND FLOOR AND SAYE BUILDING
Youth Sunday School YOUTH AREA
Route 56: Grade 5 & 6 Sunday School ROOM 120
Elementary Sunday School: Holy Ground CHAPEL
Kindergarten Sunday School: City on a Hill ROOM 311 & 313
Preschool Nursery & Sunday School FIRST FLOOR
Sack Lunch Ministry HULL STREET ENTRANCE
Worship Service SANCTUARY
Preschool Nursery FIRST FLOOR
Acolyte Training Session SANCTUARY
Cub Scout Pack 1 Meeting HANCOCK HALL
Agape Choir Rehearsal ROOM 145
Carillons Ringers ROOM 150
Wesleyan Youth Choir Rehearsal ROOM 145
Connect & Grow Group JOHN WESLEY PARLOR
Route 56 Sunday Nights ROOM 120
Alleluia Ringers ROOM 150
Beyond Baptism ROOM 222
Youth Encounter ROOM 119
Confirmation Lesson HANCOCK HALL
Route 56 Extended Care ROOM 120

MON DAY, O C T OBE R 8 | Job 23:1-9, 16-17

Connect & Grow | Women's Group ROOM 200
Disciplines Devotional Bible Study ROOM 200
Evening Community Bible Study
Junior Girl Scouts Meeting SAYE BUILDING
Connect & Grow Group

T U E SDAY, O C T OBE R 9 | Psa lm 22:1-2

Community Bible Study Leaders' Council YOUTH AREA
Prayer Shawl Ministry PANERA BREAD
The Wesley Challenge ROOM 222
Pickleball GYM
Connect & Grow Group JOHN WESLEY PARLOR
Fashion Fitness ROOM 120
Ruth ROOM 224
Boy Scouts Troop 1 SCOUT HUT

9:30 a.m.

W E DN E SDAY, O C T OBE R 10 | Psa lm 22:1-15

8:00 p.m.

Gideon ROOM 229
GriefShare ROOM 100
Ruth ROOM 222
Methodism: Our Story ROOM 100
Prayer Shawl Ministry ROOM 200
Lyric Choir | Grades 1-2 ROOM 151
Celebrate Worship Arts | Grades 3-4 ROOM 301
Dance | Age 4-Kindergarten ROOM 145
Early Book Group ROOM 224
Route 56 Wednesday Nights ROOM 120
Wednesday Night Meal HANCOCK HALL
Celebrate Choir | Grades 3-4 ROOM 151
Sonshine Choir | Age 4 ROOM 325
Joy Choir | Kindergarten ROOM 325
Music & Movement | Age 3 ROOM 314
Lyric Worship Arts | Grades 1-2 ROOM 301
66 Love Letters
Connect Group | Young Married ROOM 114
Youth Bible Study ROOM 119
Connect & Grow Group ROOM 224
Creed ROOM 229
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal ROOM 148
Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal ROOM 148

9:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Community Bible Study HANCOCK HALL
Pickleball GYM
Fashion Fitness ROOM 120
Connect Group: Young Adult ROOM 222

4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:10 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
5:20 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

T H U R SDAY, O C T OBE R 11 | Hebr ews 4:12-16

F R I DAY, O C T OBE R 1 2 | M ark 10:17-22

Parenting with Purpose Small Group ROOM 119
Yoga Faith Vinyasa ROOM 114

S AT U R DAY, O C T OBE R 13 | M ark 10:23-27

Harvest Retreat MEET AT THE TIMBERLAKE FARM
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