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Welcome

We are glad you are here! Thank you for joining us for
worship this Sunday. Members of this congregation
have been gathering here to worship since 1804. Over
the past two centuries our congregation has changed,
but our mission remains the same: to make disciples
of Jesus Christ. We are inspired by the words of John
Wesley, the founder of Methodism, who encouraged
believers to “do all the good you can, in all the ways
you can.”

Attendance

Please let us know of your attendance this morning by
completing the pew pad.

Newcomer Orientation

We invite you to learn about the life of our church,
ways you can get involved, and how to become a
member by attending Newcomer Orientation.
Join us today at 9:45 a.m. in the Hospitality Room.

Sunday School

We offer Sunday school for children age 2 through
adult each Sunday from 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Children

At Athens First United Methodist Church, we invite
families to worship together. Children’s Church is held
for children in kindergarten through grade 2 most
Sundays during the 11:00 a.m. service.

Financial Report

Budget for 2017 | $3,038,381
Amount Given YTD | $2,112,887
Goal for August | $223,237
Amount after 4 Sundays | $229,360

Attendance on September 3

Total Worship | 789
8:30a.m. | 102
9:45a.m. | 252
11:00 a.m. | 339
Online | 96

Sunday School | 277
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'The Worship of God

8:30 a.m.

Flowers

The flowers on the

altar are given to the
glory of God and in
loving memory of
Virginia Whitehead by
Anne Whitehead Garner
and Bob Whitehead.

PRELUDE
“Kelvingrove” | Traditional Scottish melody

CALL TO WORSHIP

Betsy Butler
To the fisherman Jesus said:

“Follow me and | will make you fish for people.
To the tax collector Jesus said:

“Follow me."

To the rich man Jesus said:

"Go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."”
At the last supper Jesus said:

“Follow me."

To you and to me and to all of us Jesus says:

"Follow me!"

*HYMN OF PRAISE
uMH 398 “Jesus Calls Us” | GALILEE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | We Belong to God

We belong to God, creator of all that is and all that is to come,
abundant provider of the gifts in this life and the gifts in our own
hearts. It is God alone who gives life, who is generous beyond measure
with grace and blessing. We follow Christ, whom God sent to teach
and heal, to show us a new way of living, with love and trust and
courage, with joy and generosity. In this faith Jesus gave of himself,
even his very life. He was crucified and buried; yet God raised him
from death, and he lives among us, and grants his spirit to us. We

live by that Holy Spirit, and entrust ourselves to the Spirit's guidance
and empowerment. As members of the church, the Body of Christ, we
devote ourselves to lives of love, rejoicing in the power of forgiveness,
the reality of resurrection, and the mystery of eternal life. Amen.

*Please stand as you are able. | The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.



8:30 a.m. service

Anthem Lyrics

In my weakness you are
strong. In my darkness you
are light. In my sadness
you are joy. In my fear you
are almighty. In my despair
you are hope. In my doubt
you are faith. In my trouble
you are peace. When |

tremble you are unshaken.

| want to pour me out so
you can fill me up. | want
to be a vessel for your
purpose, Lord. | want to lay
me down so you can raise
me up - a new creation in

your perfect love.

*GLORIA PATRI

uMH 71 “Glory Be to the Father”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
Margie Shedd, Lay Leader

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Susan Taylor

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Leslie Rogers

HYMN
TFws 2129 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” | Assam

I have decided to follow Jesus. | have decided to follow Jesus. | have
decided to follow Jesus. No turning back, no turning back. (repeat)

SCRIPTURE READING
MATTHEW 4:19-20 | p.3 NEW TESTAMENT

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
“Come and Follow Me” | Chuck Hodges

COMMITMENT OF OUR GIFTS AND THE ANTHEM
“Pour Me Out” | J. Caldwell



8:30 a.m. service

*DOXOLOGY

UMH 95 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” | THE OLD 100TH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures
here below; praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Come to the table of Jesus our Redeemer!

Jesus invites us here to be part of the people of God.

Come to the table humbly,

not because we have earned a place here, but because we need mercy
and help.

Come because you love God, and want to love God more.

Come because Jesus first loved us, and gave himself for us.

Come because you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

We come to experience the mystery of God's grace.

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus had a meal with his friends. He took
a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples. He said, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine,
and after giving thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, remember me."

Receiving of the Elements

At Athens First United Methodist Church, all are invited to commune at Christ's table. If
you need to be served in your pew, please call this to the attention of an usher. Gluten-
free elements are available at the center station in the front of the sanctuary.

Music During Holy Communion
“Lord, When You Came to the Seashore” | Cesireo Gabardin

Prayer After Receiving

God our Creator, thank you for the gift of your son Jesus Christ,
whose love pursues us our whole life long. Thank you Jesus, for giving
your life to us in word and deed, even unto death, even death on a
cross. Come Holy Spirit, feed us with your love, that we may be filled
with power to love God with all our hearts and souls and minds.

We have come to the Lord's table, we have eaten the bread of heaven.
God is the one who will transform us so that we can see with Jesus’



8:30 a.m. service

Song Lyrics

Lord, when you came to
the seashore you weren't
seeking the wise or the
wealthy, but only asking
that | might follow. O
Lord, in my eyes you were
gazing, kindly smiling, my
name you were saying.
All I treasured | have left
on the sand there. Close
to you, | will find other
seas. Lord, have you need
of my labor - hands for
service, a heart made for
loving, my arms for lifting
the poor and broken?

eyes, hear with Jesus' ears, speak with Jesus' mouth, so that we can
be the body of Christ in the world, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom. Come Lord Jesus! Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

TFWS 2130 “The Summons ” | KELVINGROVE

Will you come and follow me if | but call your name? Will you go where
you don't know and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known, will you let my life be grown in you and
you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if 1 but call your name? Will you care for
cruel and kind and never be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare? Will you let me answer prayer in you
and you in me?

*BLESSING

*POSTLUDE
“The Church’s One Foundation” | Hustad



'The Worship of God

9:45 &

. gclz‘/aering

IT:00 a.m

Flowers

The flowers on the

altar are given to the
glory of God and in
loving memory of
Virginia Whitehead by
Anne Whitehead Garner
and Bob Whitehead.

THE PRELUDE
“God of Grace” | Kerr

THE CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP
“We Will Follow Jesus”

Sung by the Sanctuary Choir

“Praise I Thanksgiving

*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN
uMH 398 “Jesus Calls Us” | GALILEE

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | We Belong to God
Betsy Butler

We belong to God, creator of all that is and all that is to come,
abundant provider of the gifts in this life and the gifts in our own
hearts. It is God alone who gives life, who is generous beyond measure
with grace and blessing. We follow Christ, whom God sent to teach
and heal, to show us a new way of living, with love and trust and
courage, with joy and generosity. In this faith Jesus gave of himself,
even his very life. He was crucified and buried; yet God raised him
from death, and he lives among us, and grants his spirit to us. We

live by that Holy Spirit, and entrust ourselves to the Spirit's guidance
and empowerment. As members of the church, the Body of Christ, we
devote ourselves to lives of love, rejoicing in the power of forgiveness,
the reality of resurrection, and the mystery of eternal life. Amen.

*THE GLORIA PATRI

uMH 71 "Glory Be to the Father"

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Amen.

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

*Please stand as you are able. | The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.



9:45 & II:00 a.m. services

THE STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
Margie Shedd, Lay Leader

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM | 11:00 a.m.

David Eldon Stephens, son of Christina and Joe

David, David, God claims you, God helps you, protects you, and loves
you too. We this day do all agree a child of God you'll always be. David,
David, God claims you, God helps you, protects you, and loves you too.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Susan Taylor

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

“‘Proclamation of the Word

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE | 11:00 a.m.
Leslie Rogers

At the 11:00 a.m. service, children in kindergarten through grade 2 will go to Children's
Church on the third floor where they may be picked up at the end of the service.

*THE HYMN
TFWSs 2129 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” | Assam

I have decided to follow Jesus. | have decided to follow Jesus. | have
decided to follow Jesus. No turning back, no turning back. (repeat)

THE SCRIPTURE READING
MATTHEW 4:19-20 | p.3 NEW TESTAMENT

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.



9:45 & II:00 a.m. services

Anthem Lyrics

The lyrics to this anthem
can be found on page
2130 of The Faith We

Sing hymnal.

THE SERMON
“Come and Follow Me” | Chuck Hodges

‘Response to the ‘Word

THE COMMITMENT OF OUR GIFTS AND THE ANTHEM
“The Summons” | John Bell, arr. Sondra Tucker

Sung by the Sanctuary Choir: Rachael Fischer, violin

*THE DOXOLOGY
UMH 94 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” | LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here
below: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God the source of all our gifts; praise
Jesus Christ whose power uplifts. Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Sending Forth

*THE BLESSING AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
TFWs 2130 “The Summons”

Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

*THE POSTLUDE
“The Church’s One Foundation” | Hustad



'The Steeple
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In Memoriam

Geoff Smith
September 3, 2017

Sympathy
Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to the family and
friends of Geoff Smith, who passed away September 3.

New Arrival

Congratulations to Gena and Davis Knox on the birth of
their son, Bickley McLean, on August 25.

Wednesday Night Meals

The meal on Wednesday, September 13, is provided by
Weaver D’s. Join us for fried chicken, mashed potatoes,
green beans, and a roll. Advance dinner orders are required.
Order your meal online or by calling the church office by
Tuesday at noon. Take-out boxes will be available. You

and your family, friends, and small group are invited and

encouraged to eat and spend time together in Hancock Hall.

For more information, contact Cindy. If you have trouble
ordering online, church staff can help you order your meal.
Register online to volunteer and eat for free!

Register | athensfirstumc.org/wednesdaynightmeals

Cindy McKoy | cindy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Elijah Project | Last Day to Register

John Wesley said “Prayer is where the action is." We
encourage you to join us for the Elijah Project! This inter-
generational prayer ministry has impacted youth and adults
through consistent, expectant prayer. Registration for the
Elijah Project is open through September 10! For more
information and to register, please visit our webpage.

Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/elijahproject

Laney Jones | laney@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

WREFC Radio Broadcast

During the UGA football season, WRFC will broadcast the
8:30 a.m. service live. A recording of the 11:00 a.m. service
will play at 12:00 p.m. each Sunday.

Job Opening

The church is seeking a full-time Facilities Technician to
serve in all areas associated with the physical plant and
grounds. Preference will be given to candidates with HVAC,
plumbing and electrical experience. Working hours are on

a rotating-shift basis with weekend shifts expected. Learn
more about the position and how to apply online. Questions
may be directed to Ron Young.

Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/employment

Ron Young | ron@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Preparing Your Hearts

Preparing our hearts and homes for our high school students
to leave can be an exciting yet challenging time. We invite you
to a new small group study led by Tammy Lindsay and Betsy
Butler for parents of juniors and seniors in high school. We
will study Letting Them Go by Dave Veerman. The group will
meet at Tammy's home on Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. starting
September 27. The cost for materials is $10; please register
online. For more information, contact Tammy or Betsy.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration

Tammy Lindsay | tammylindsay@charter.net

Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

GriefShare

Our GriefShare groups will meet again through the fall and
winter! This thirteen-week faith-based curriculum features
nationally recognized experts on grief and recovery topics.
GriefShare groups are for people grieving the death of a
family member or friend. Our Monday group will meet from
6:00-7:30 p.m., and our Wednesday group will meet from
10:00-11:30 a.m. Both groups will meet in room 100 and be
led by Martha Aenchbacher. Our groups will begin the week
of September 11 and conclude the week of December 11,
with a break during the week of Thanksgiving.

Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/griefshare

Martha Aenchbacher | martha@athensfirstumc.org
706-543-1442

Pickleball

Join us Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the gym for
pickleball. For more details and the schedule, visit our website.
Learn more | athensfirstumc.org/pickleball

Rusty Wood | rusty@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
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Children’s Basketball Registration

Registration for children’s basketball opens on September
11. If your child is in pre-k through grade 4 and is interested
in learning the game of basketball and building athletic skills
while growing in Christ, register online! Please contact
Rusty Wood for any additional information.

Register | athensfirstumc.org/register

Rusty Wood | rusty@athensfirstumc.org |706-543-1442

iRest Yoga Nidra Workshop

Based on the ancient teaching of meditation, iRest is an
evidence-based, transformative practice that leads to
psychological, physical, and spiritual healing and well-being.
This eight-week workshop will meet on Monday evenings,
September 11-October 30, from 6:00-6:45 p.m. in room 200.
Materials cost $30. For more information, contact Susan.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration

Susan Taylor | susan@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

'The Love Languages of God

Join Bob Winstead in an eight-week study of how we
experience God's love in our lives. This study will meet on
Mondays, September 11-October 30, from 11:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m., inroom 222. All are invited to join. The cost is $10. For
more information, contact Susan or Cindy.

Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration

Susan Taylor | susan@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
Cindy McKoy | cindy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Financial Peace University

Join Tom Foster for Financial Peace University, and learn
Biblical, practical steps to get you from where you are to
where you want to be. In nine lessons, you will learn how
to get rid of debt, take control of your money, spend and
save wisely, and give generously! On average, families save
$2,300 and pay off $5,700 in debt in the first 90 days!
Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University will be offered
on Tuesday nights, September 12-November 14, 6:30-8:00
p.m. in room 222. The materials for this course cost $100;
couples share one kit. Childcare is available with registration.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration

Susan Taylor | susan@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
Cindy McKoy | cindy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Parenting with Purpose

Mothers of preschoolers, you are invited to a presentation
by the Moms on Call team on Friday, September 15, at
9:30 a.m. in Hancock Hall. Moms on Call is an Atlanta-
based Christian organization known for providing parents
with tools of hope and encouragement. Join us as we
journey through the foundational elements of successful
parenting. Let's talk and laugh as we learn how to navigate
the toddler years. This event will be geared towards
parenting children ages 1-4. Registration is encouraged.
Child care is available with registration.

Register | athensfirstumc.org/pwp

Robin Stewart | robin@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

'Third Grade Bible Milestone

The Third Grade Bible milestone is a significant marker in
the faith journey of a disciple in the Methodist Church. On
September 17, our church family will award gift Bibles to
our third graders at the beginning of the 11:00 a.m. service.
After receiving their Bibles, the children will move to
Hancock Hall for Bible 101, a helpful introduction class for
their new Bibles. Parents and siblings are invited to join at
noon for a continuation of the class and a family lunch. We
ask that families register so that we can plan appropriately.
For more information, please contact Robin Stewart.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/registration

Robin Stewart | robin@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Mission Harvest | September 27

Join us for an evening of fellowship and fun as we celebrate
stewardship and the many projects and hours of service
completed by the hands and feet of our church. This
churchwide potluck will be Wednesday, September 27, in
Hancock Hall at 5:00-6:30 p.m. in place of our regular
Wednesday Night Meal. Chicken tenders will be provided.
Please bring side items and desserts as you are able to
share with others. There will be activities for children to
participate with during the dinner. There is no cost, but
please register online or call the church office even if you
have a standing Wednesday Night Meal reservation.
Register | athensfirstumc.org/missionharvest

Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
Sarah Beth Barger | sarahbeth@athensfirstumc.org



to the darkness of cancer

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20

Last year, we raised over $10,000 as a team for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's Light
The Night fundraiser. This event raises funds in support of research for blood cancers.

As there are no means of preventing or early screening for most blood cancers, the LLS
research agenda is focused on finding cures. LLS drives research in areas of unmet medical
need, and helps to bridge the gap between academic discovery and drug development. We
hope to meet or beat our goal from last year and bring light to the darkness of cancer. Will
you join us? Register to walk or donate to team #ChuckStrong online.

athensfirstumc.org/chuckstrong

II
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"This Week

8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:45 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
115 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.
9:15a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:45 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 | MaTTHEW 18:18-20
Worship Service SANCTUARY

Preschool Nursery FIRST FLOOR

Fun Gym cym

Worship Service SANCTUARY

Adult Sunday School SECOND FLOOR AND SAYE BUILDING
Preschool Nursery & Sunday School FIrsT FLOOR
Youth Sunday School: First Word 119

Route 56: Fuel Room 120

Elementary Sunday School: Holy Ground cHAPEL
Kindergarten Sunday School: City on a Hill Room 311 & 313
Newcomer Orientation HOSPITALITY ROOM

Sack Lunch Ministry HOSPITALITY ROOM

Worship Service SANCTUARY

Preschool Nursery FIRST FLOOR

Venture Crew Meeting Room 100

Cub Scout Pack 1 Meeting HANCOCK HALL

Carillons Ringers rRoom 150

Route 56: Open Road + Octane rRoom 120
Connect and Grow Group ROOM 200

Alleluia Ringers Room 150

Youth: Encounter Room 119

Confirmation Lesson HANCOCK HALL

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 | Exopus 14:19-31
Connect & Grow Women's Group ROOM 200

The Love Languages of God room 222

Disciplines Devotional Bible Study rRoom 200

Staff-Parish Relations Committee HULL CONFERENCE ROOM

iRest Yoga rRoom 200

GriefShare | Monday Group rRoom 100

Community Bible Study | Evening HANCOCK HALL

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 | PsaLm 114:1-4
Community Bible Study Leaders Council Room 229
Wesley Leadership Meeting HULL CONFERENCE ROOM
UMW Circle 2 Meeting Room 100

Prayer Shawl Ministry PANERA BREAD

Pickleball cym

Men's Prayer Group ROOM 226

Fashion Fitness Room 120

Connect & Grow Group ROOM 229

Disciple Fast Track | New Testament rRoom 224

Boy Scouts Troop 1scout HUT

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 | PsaLm 114:5-8
Wednesday Morning Bible Study room 222

Discerning the Voice of God | Women's Study room 229

Music Explorers Room 314



4:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

5:10 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

5:20 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Room 200
Celebrate Worship Arts | Grades 3 & 4 Room 301
Lyric Choir | Grades 1 & 2 RooMm 151

Music Explorers Room 314

Dance | Ages 4-5room 145

Early Book Group rRoom 247

Wednesday Night Meal HANCOCK HALL
Route 56: GPS room 120

Celebrate Choir | Grades 3 & 4 RooM 151
Joy Choir | Kindergarten rRoom 320
Sonshine Choir | Age 4 Room 325

Lyric Worship Arts | Grades 1 & 2 Room 301
Music Explorers Room 314

Dance | Age 3 RoOM 145

66 Love Letters JOHN WESLEY PARLOR
Connect Group | Young Married Room 114
Youth Bible Study: Engage room 119
Enough room 222

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Room 148
Disciple IV rRoom 229

Soul Feast room 200

Later Book Group roOM 247

Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal Room 148

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 | RomaNs 14:1-12
Community Bible Study saNCTUARY

Pickleball cym

Fashion Fitness Room 120

Connect Group | Young Adult rRoom 222

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 | MATTHEW 18:21-35

Parenting with Purpose | Moms on Call HANCOCK HALL

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 | Exopus 14:19-25

13
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